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Social Empowerment and the
Empowerment ofWomen*

A key-note by
Matthias Scharer
Innsbruck Universi ty, Austria

The most recent RCI India National Conference in
which I participated, was the 10~ Annual Conference
in 2010 which began in Panackachira and ended at
Marian College Kuttikkanam. It was a tremendous
honour for me to give the key-note-address at this
very special conference. The theme I chose was
"Panackachira, a symbol of the socially conscious
revitalization of TCI India and International".

Some of my German speaking colleagues at the
Ruth Cohn Institute criticized the published speech
(Indian Journal 7). I assumed that the main point was
that TCI in the European German context tends to
develop into an in-group process as the logo, "the art
of leading", expreses it. European TCI tends to lose
the socio-political dimension that was at work in its
beginnings.

With the topic of this years Conference, "Social
Empowerment through the empowerment of
women," the ideas of the Panackachira Conference in
2010 and the short workshop, conducted by Karin,

' Presen! ed In the I4" Annual Conference ot RCI - India at VICI8 P.9 Feb, 2914)
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Teresa and me in front of Sheelas house in Panackachira springs
to mind. The majority of the participants were women,
although men joined in later on in the evening when they had
finished their work. I rarely have seen such power generated
by women that spread out from this group.

I remember one woman who told us the story of her
own emancipation. It was not a cool emancipation, distanced
from everyone, such as what sometimes occurs in Europe or
in the United States. The first axiom of TCI is that, "Human
beings are autonomous and interdependent". This was very
clear and convincing with, "I am my own chairperson", as a
warnen in my parmerrhip, in my pamily, in my village, in my I

Nation. To see such empowered women
in the Indian context provides me with great ~
hope for the future of our world. It l , H umanbeingsare '

. . " : ,
" - : . :

: , '

encourages me in my TCI work, not l,::; autonomousand "
primarily to empower women, but more ~.'.-'. >~~
to learn from them and understand how e'::. ~

they empowered themselves. convincingwith, "I am
' - myovmchairperson", m,.;" '-:.l

One of empowered women had been i'.:- g,wo~ ~ my " . ' ': '',;.,'..' '':.',:.-."'
Heidi, who sadly passed away too soon. It l -; paitnership, inmy:-, '-" '.,' - ' '.- ' : : '" " '

is deeply touching that this Conference is [",'-', ~ M ~ ~ B
i ~ '

'- . : . ' ­
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her for the last time, she told me that her ~-'
held in memory of her and when meeting ~ ', llg >a<on'."..::.".".,'.S,:".;",­

. ' :, '. :- : - : ; -, " ", ;­

­
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only task in India was to go with Indian women and to do it
in the way of Ruth Cohn. I would like to place on record my
sincere thanks and appreciation for the respect shown to Heidi
and the acknowledgement ofher work in India through this
Conference.

As you know, I am a Christian — Catholic theologian.
Por the Catholic Church and for me personally, your theme is
a special challenge. As Christians, we refer toJesus of Nazareth
who bad an extraordinary relationship with women. It goes
back to the first testimonies ofhis resurrection, and concerns
not just men but also women. In early Christianity women
had a big role in the Church and it could be possible that
some of them were leaders of Christian communities.
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Where are we today with the empowerment of women,
especially in the Catholic Church? There are a lot of very
engaged women in the church, but the already existing hierarchy
of the leadership of the Church is masculine. In my workshop
I want to relate to and discuss the empowerment of women
within our own religion and also how the empowerment of
women works within different religions.

,

As a final note, I would like to offer my congratulations
on theme of empowerment chosen for this Conference! I wish
you all the best and I am very happy to be here with you.'
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(TO/((T)1(KOdKU)ldb(U6TT)(UTU)1H)6) S
(TDMI)nOJCUOdKU)1dh(U6TT)o
Q(.aJ3aß. cA$3. QlsHA1850HU cnso(5
IU)(15(rUI6T)J)dIQ (Q)$6TT)lcQJ'JJ(rolgl, Qo(Tl)isla))

I

l. 'QCHn,rra8$5 6HDOCT5 nggQJ)o QS)Qll$5 nJQEb

S)(UHD gl(TI)19ng) CG($'ICDI (TOCQTUQmo 20IOCU5 nJm

üf)dIQaglOCD)lQI)o db)glrBQOm(UHD)EO(Aal mSGT)

to-0$(cn~ (Tuc(Tmgmzoa8(U~(TT)~. (UTU(TT) mpupi.a

80nBJ6TT)o Qnlg )QJO(T5 dblglaü $TUQJ(Tl)(UQ(UHD

6HDO(I5 QIQllQE)0(U) '6T)Jnß)(U$)laDoüI)1 db6fB).
g)(TT))o 6HnomlHD19m (UTU6UT)QmHDQ(TT) db06TT))
(TT)). nJmüDcBQaglOG)r1$5 6HDOCT5 QM(nr$I inJBOnBJ

6TT)CUHD19$ $IPJQcBQg ginJdbOCUCUOCOIICUPT)). nJG)

a)rcBQaglO: gl(TV19ng)GII)QS CTl)OCD)no)inJHD16TIJQU

$I(DIcBQ cG(HI i(QI-(UTU(HD(5cGUU la)rHDK$HD1$5 6I(U)
i.nJRD Idbo .: '

2. $ TU(TT)9(UHD $)QJ)inJSordß6TT)o nli(TT) Is Q(HD)(T5
, ' ' c%(56TT)$5 6lonD gl(Il)19ng(DI)Qs 7-oo Qld)9

.

' $TUI1$5 (UTUgsl~e(mcgou5 $TU((n uicnog$5

a(5gonllwu moa)il. GIr~coO+ $5 glcrulQ~

~(TT)$I Qi.saßmlo8 ~o g d bgl$5 6I(Ulk](TT)
6Im~ cmHng~<dblav (Art of leading) $TUIG)ii c6J0&
ajlmlaa~cm~QoI(TTI 6HDO(T5 apTIldHUogl(obi(U~(m~.

i i ' .

' zou mm(rruInrml vrh nflmArnHm3 ~<5.mil.m~. IHn3Crvgaqrrs
w-oma ooualrorruoamIImmmrlm3 msmmrl~ mpup(~so~rrrro
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glcrulang) ccü)as cü))scBQcülü)lcü5, c))cülüi cdh06115 cruRlcl) Eo U)1

InJC11C5amnl@$~CTD dbOKCürüi, CGT)anlm~aaOmii$~CII) CtuOE~
~g-$ 0mgS'IU)) EOm6U13U5 WKd)QOKCürüi @@09$) CnJOZu
cüi 610)om~u59@ascqgg cman~$)Jamnlaß H s cl)0961DITD~
610)oc15 clu~&gg~. @$i ~ @oc)JI5d)a~o IUT)icü) clufldbo$p
Eoc01@.

3. 20 149K Gn lo- clu(GD Iuüod)an idb$6TDIUHDlK)as cruoE)nf)I)

Uüod)an'ldb$61Do — nJmcr))d)agc)coiiaK cü)'1$19$ an~sc5g
c0106TD. c)llcru16DJ 63$) cru(GD Iu}) ocBGD Idb$6TT) cdbI cl3Eodhc)) ocü5

cTD<GD'lur)ocMD idh$6TD$10)lcri (.nJccü))db in'DITDGß Qdbos)cürü)1

Eid)9)CfD)QC)JCTD C)llGD)OCIOE)96TECTD) Eo(CU)o. nJmc)IcBQQ
c)cr)A(U5 nJ$lü)) c)flgE)g6UI3ßlKocQA ca$$c661301cQ) nJ$1üi

glcrulang) Qcrurdßm)dbßlGß 6)cTD) mcDIIQGD
a)fIaf)OrdlefIO oJOC}OIIO}üii}üoaiiC}311 ) 6HDOm)O cB0$lfß (nrllgenBJC)1)O CCU)C$m)0

I Mgc)~o db~slcr))om1$~cfD~. caravan~ msmmi
HInlwS i i o ~ s ~ og ' m ' I Koc)Joctua

ß c)flg E~pcürü)oc))1$~cfD~.acfls!6lKügdbl+Q f)llK}04cf12g, '
~ ,

' . .j nJQrrbs)cÃD 20 cnJG)1Gß Eld)ac)JE)o cTIi(QD'Idb

$~CIT)~. CUT)C))CtuOm$0U)CUIUi ngianom~

Csrrag Qa}6)5d3llacrügpgf dbpgo . 'nJ)$)rdßcE0$]o ng)cüHDlcß(5crT)g. cafo} QITodß
6r)1}ü}U}l6lfg cflcüiia)iio ng61gs5 „i~ cDlcü5 6lU)ocß db6T8 IB'DI5&iRo cl)Q9$ nl)$)
dblW a}m~ü)M W Iü}UI@ . j d)QEOCCü ~C)ilaSmgo 6HDOCß Grf)m~af)ilg
Som~ & ~ n } ol 15)mm

4. n Jmc))d)agc)ccülaK GIH)cTDQcülü) Qcrum
mlcü5 63$~ cruiani cUH)c))$~9s c)iicEowmamnlag cüf)m~};cl)o

c)ilcl)$lg$i 6Hnocß 6)oc5d)9)crD~. e))pc)ogeqo nJouo)Joch
$06! II6U13QlK)o db)s)o6DJ6U13glQK nßK (nJccü))db cruonf)
w$)6U13glcü5 m)(.$)'I dbu5 m))a))o cüf)sc5cürü)1$0gl cmslaa)1

s~d)a~crD c)ilcEowmE@ Qü)omlc)lias dbemcüi. db~s~o6DJ
GKDlm)Qßl$5 cDlcfD)6ldb061P (nJ$)ldb)Kcruo nc)&$ II6U136lin

9$$~d)alac))s~cürüi db~s~o6DJIUHnlaß cmangamo ~aps)
cBQ)CTD Emcß9$)CUHD19$ C $ ) N Q 0 611i 610)OC15 db6IHGD.
61U)omo6fri ~9 $ dbgaiiaß dbgmlü)oamcTri 6)$~ mign'I
CUBQ)@QS }30mÃD)CUIU)19$ (QI)o db)S]o6T1ICUHDla ß (QI)o tu)OE
Cütü)lagCQ))O $0%)CUIU)19$ (a))O mag)nJOS)dbinlCU5 mlCIT))
6) dh061P~ I.nJenKonBßcBQpT)lsrürüi glClulang) C)ilß!G)iicBQ)CIT)) •
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IU)GD)cnJOQeJ GTJJCD}o UbocBGD Idb$6IDo Cmslflü GIJI GD idbQQ

@cHnpmA$8 dbo6TD~CCAJOU5 ~mld}ai celodb9$HD@g1$1U}
QGDKü)gß . I aJGnlcBcJJcü)QS GDlgcBao QJC5CJJ}ld}9)GD).

glaulang)cDA$8 Gn~sc5rrA~ InJQJc5 $HnlcBQ~QJ005 @QGnmlcB6}

cUH}}CQJUI}o nJdbspD ). CAJIGD'Iuf}od}GD'idb$6IT}$Hnlm)cQJ6TBl
f.aJQJC5$Hnld}9)QJ005 f.aJCnJO}3mo GDSldbcü)o aal@)GD).

(T6I Gn IdbU8 ng) 6U}3am GKIQJ9$$HDQGD uf}ocBGD'idbslcBQ)
CIDJQQJGD)o CUSQJC5 KP)QQQJQS ng)6UI39CD Uf}ocBGD Idb$1
cBQ)GD)QQJCTA)o nJOlcBQ)QJom)gg CUH}QJG}J$$06TD ng)mlcB6}

IU3GnleJ)QS eJSlcBQPDGD.

Uf}ocBGD idbSlcBaarJJQ CTI}IGD Idbßl$8 aleJGD)adb06TB)o fnJS)
61lcüocJAS)GD) Qnr}rrüAJ}1 Qlou5 cf6Tllog. mcGEOQSor

JJo

IUJCHnpmA$8(nlmCA}d}QQQUJA$8 gu59g p­
Qs) nleJ plGula~ u f }leJ nl uf}o eJ:.~ fniiaüomod3CEldh6}6lllo'amQUü .;": ".

I

dbu5d}9)o CmGD)Gnlo QdbOS)dKgdbCJqo:" CHiLIEidh6IQ 5%CDIIIU5 dh06II13 '.'-".".. ' .

IU3GD)caloaef 63$) $ )QJJinJSonBJ61Do j
(11-OSGD cdh06TI5ac3005m}1$5) Qnl(gl)

[" COggg (üJIEld36TKQ61S IEigd51o,; •: "'
=. nlf5allld33yrg. gadl~foiiaß -'-„'". '

dbcü)o 9+JrrüGD Qnr}cüAJJ1 IU3GD) mcSJ}0 njsf5mg parllf5IIJEidhlprxß; „- „-'''
Qsoai$1@. O]$1U} CdboQD19$ al)QJS IUI3}Ufmao,adh6}eng flliifE'itao
aiislß IU 3CHD I}GJA$8 cTI}I.GD iuf}ocKD idbs d3CE'idhaanffJElmganlarß-.:; "

,

' ' ­

6TD$HDlmocJA i,aJQJI5$HnlcBQ)QJ005 cUH}li.cA inlr}15IJEI(EEQflIX5 [n JCnloEIlo " ', • '

nßl cJJ'IsQJmlGncrü061DQJc5. cTUCGHIAD ~, IEßldhEgo 6loI(ggfllg. y.;­.' " . " .'- - - '

p

QCDCQJI316ücBQ Q a ß cüAJ}1 GJCAC5

ng)GD) CaJS)adbos)$HD CUSQJ9$630C52H}lcBQ)QJom)o 6AJnß)

Somld}Q~QJom~o GDIS~momlgGD ~an I B &GDSoaül.
cUH}$}19$ cnJ$1$8 cUH}}c5.G}ll.ang). g)cHD)acü IUSslm03lcBQ)
QJom)o cTIJonelosdbc5d}9) cD031 aJAUüom)o 6HD005 gYD cUQQJ

CTIJSo innJCCüofnlcBQ)GD).

ml6U}3ID1$8 aßelc5d}anlcüoQgGD$})caloaeJ ~0 05 Qs>
dbo$Hnleiid}6} cü~61DlcQJU"GT}lglaJA$5 QQI3QJUI}oh}f Gno aol

QialonJ3GUO061TJ. dbCSHDOeßd}QOCAJSUülego

$9$ QJßd}GnlR'IQIIGD$Hnleqo miiGD'Iuf}od}GD'ldb$6TDQSHD
QU}005 63Gg QQJQQQiiglclüocxJA db061DPDQ. Ccüuf}JQIIQQ N IQII
GD$HD1$8 c UH}cgmo m} I .GD'ldbg~Socül QJg9$ m @
6AJGTJJ6U13U5 agelc5$HnlmAS)GD$}omA moo db061D~rm).
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QQfdh(TuanQJ cuM11)Qs InJosoQ~ QSHnlaß (A)IGD IdhU5cBQ

SHIGD1$8 InJE~QJEOC11 auaOmE~aaOCVlS~TTT7~. amA1$laß

naß%(5 (UHIGT)QSHD QQIdhGUGDQJ CA)E)nQGJHnlaß Cman)GQQO

mSHD ID6TROCllS)(TTT1$lcBQOQEGT))o 6HD008 dhS)an)(TT)).

g) Gül)CllQBl TTuonTlnJSII QJ)o QJ)an IIClllQEOGBSlcB9005

cuoclpanalii@.

7. ng )ATloaß CAlIGD'Idhg)QS UüocBGD'Idh$6TTT(üHD19$ CEQJBJKlAaß

moo g3CQOU5 ng)QilQSE106TD, InJCGD)dhlß EannJSEOKI

CruonßUJOmamglaßP @+ Cdh06TT5mnn5Culaß 6HDOa5 mmii

dBQ~TTTl TlJT5~cmogaß nf ln i lcl Eancmanganl6ülB@196J

(TUI.GD l(Tuo(TTllQD,IIQSHD nlai+ 0QllnfßKIEocBQ)QJ005 6HD005

TGSII.UlnßlcBQpD). GDOKnJSJE)QQQJ(5dK)) nJQBhS)cBQoo.

s. g a o u o~ o s EomA asldBQaßaQ~sl 6Hnoa5 mlam9 6T SHlal

m~TJldBQ~~lloa5 STOI.Ulmlaa~TTTl~. glculQ~Qcll Uüoaan'ldhs

6mnqEomA 6TlJmolgdlQ~cm anno gm cdh06T15nana5oulaß
nJomnßcmavEoao~mlanlQQ c nJslaß $Hlslmmm6üTJU5

cms)m7). m16UBcßocsorJJEocliislcBQpT)anlaß 6HD005 n@90

(TOCCHnonBiid39)GT)). m16UOU5cBQ ng)QO mCECll)o 6HD005

CmS~TTTl~.

2014 Iünß)6Q/JQII67 7 üIpVISS 9 QI6II9 cclaßla 6ldba5)all757$17(08 QDOV76QDRß
ol5ov ogarß'aa 961d TIorßgy7gg) f (~ aas)eng w-oüIIalg aaII97au ollaüegol

19UI7(09 QM(ßiflB üg 6UJ (nl~~anB6TDo.
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