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Social Empowermentand the

Empowerment of Women-

A key-note by
Matthias Scharer

Innsbruck University, Austria
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The most recent RCI India National Conference in
which I participated, was the 10 Annual Conference
in 2010 which began in Panackachira and ended at
Marian College Kuttikkanam. It was a tremendous
honour for me to give the key-note-address at this
very special conference. The theme I chose was
"Panackachira, a symbol of the socially conscious
revitalization of TCI India and International'".

Some of my German speaking colleagues at the
Ruth Cohn Institute criticized the published speech
(Indian Journal 7). I assumed that the main point was
that TCI in the European German context tends to
develop into an in-group process as the logo, "the art
of leading”, expreses it. European TCI tends to lose
the socio-political dimension that was at work in its
beginnings.

With the topic of this year’s Conference, "Social
Empowerment through the empowerment of
women,” the ideas of the Panackachira Conference in
2010 and the short workshop, conducted by Karin,

* Presented in the 14® Annual Conference of RC] - India at VICIB (7-9 Feb. 2014)
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Teresaand me in front of Sheela’s house in Panackachira springs
to mind. The majority of the participants were women,
although men joined in later on in the evening when they had
finished their work. I rarely have seen such power generated
by women that spread out from this group.,

I remember one woman who told us the story of her
own emancipation. It was not'a cool emancipation, distanced
from everyone, such as what sometimes occurs in Europe or
in the United States. The first axiom of TCI is that, “Human
beings are autonomous and interdependent”. This was very
clear and convincing with, “I am my own chairperson”, as a
woman in my partnership, in my family, in my village, in my
Nation. To see such empowered women

in the Indian context provides me with great prrmpme

hope for the future of our world., It Z“Huma.nbeingsam

encourages me in my TCI work, not | . autonomousand -
primarily to empower women, but more mbelfdﬂpendem"._m Sl
to learn from them and understand how :  Wesveryclearand . .

they empowered themselves.

One of empowered women had been
Heidi, who sadly passed away too soon. It

e e

is deeply touching that this Conference is | family, in my village,
held in memory of her and when meeting | my Nation. b

her for the last time, she told me that her Lo

only task in India was to go with Indian women and to do it
in the way of Ruth Cohn. I would like to place on record my
sincere thanks and appreciation for the respect shown to Heidi
and the acknowledgement of her work in India through this

Conference.

As you know, I am a Christian — Catholic thcologiaq.
For the Catholic Church and for me personally, your theme is
aspecial challenge. As Christians, we refer to Jesus of Nazareth
who had an extraordinary relationship with women. It goes
back to the first testimonies of his resurrection, and concerns
not just men but also women. In early Christianity women
had a big role in the Church and it could be possible that

some of them were leaders of Christian communities.
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Where are we today with the empowerment of women,
especially in the Catholic Church? There are a lot of very
engaged women in the church, but the already existing hierarchy
of the leadership of the Church is masculine. In my workshop
I want to relate to and discuss the empowerment of women
within our own religion and also how the empowerment of
women works within different religions.

As a final note, I would like to offer my congratulétions
on theme of empowerment chosen for this Conference! I wish
you all the best and I am very happy to be here with you. |
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